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Foreword
Your local priorities, not the SNP’s.
This year’s local election is an important opportunity to get
the focus of Glasgow City Council onto your local priorities
and there is a clear choice.
Scottish Conservative and Unionist councillors will
be totally focused on cleaning up Glasgow, fixing our
crumbling roads and protecting local services all while
keeping council tax increases low. We will stand up for
your community against SNP Government centralisation
and put your priorities first.
Meanwhile, the SNP council will shut down local services,
increase charges and hike council tax. They will put the
priorities of the SNP Government ahead of your local
community.

The only way to ensure that Glasgow City Council
is focused on your local priorities and not the SNP’s
is to vote with your 1st preference for the Scottish
Conservative and Unionist candidate in your ward on 5
May.

Cllr Thomas Kerr
Glasgow Conservative Leader

A vote for any other party will lead to a deal that will put
the SNP into power in your local area. Labour is already in
coalition with the SNP in six councils.
We will not do any deal with the SNP to keep them in
power. We want to get the focus of our council onto your
local priorities not the priorities of Nicola Sturgeon and the
SNP Government. Any deal with the SNP would mean that
local priorities were not being put first and that is why it will
not happen.
The Scottish Conservatives are the third largest party in the
City Chambers and over the last five years Conservative
councillors in Glasgow have shown they deliver local action
on local issues.
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What we believe
• We believe Glasgow is a great city
with a proud history and optimistic
future. We will always fight for
Glasgow. We will be standing a
candidate in every ward in the city
giving you the opportunity to vote
Scottish Conservative & Unionist. A
vote for the Conservatives is a vote to
bring about change in Glasgow. It’s a
vote to elect Conservative councillors
who will work hard, who want to serve
your community and who will help
improve your quality of life.
• We believe in local government. We
believe that councillors are elected to
champion their communities and fight
for them, not become spokespeople
for their party nationally. Once elected,
the Council must consult and listen to
you. We believe in devolving power to
local communities so you can have a
say over local services.

• We believe the Council should
provide value for money and efficient
services.
• We also believe in the benefits of
private enterprise and regeneration to
change communities for the better.
• We believe in cleaner and greener
neighbourhoods with a renewed
sense of civic pride in the city.
• We believe in providing the best
start in life for our children and this
means schools fit for the 21st century.
We also believe we have a duty to
look after the most vulnerable in our
society.

street lighting.
• We believe in ensuring equality
of opportunity for all irrespective of
race, gender, disability, belief, sexual
orientation, age, or socio-economic
background. We believe in a culture
of inclusion and diversity in which all
feel proud of their identity and ability
to participate fully in life. We believe
in tackling discrimination through the
positive promotion of equality, by
challenging bullying and stereotypes
and by creating an environment which
champions respect for all.

• We believe in good cultural and
sport facilities. We also believe in safer
communities with good roads and
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Environment
WHAT WE BELIEVE
Glasgow Conservatives believe
every local resident deserves to live
in a clean and green environment.
We want to bring pride and
greatness back to Glasgow by
tackling the problems of missed bin
collections, litter, fly-tipping and other
environmental problems which blight
the city. We need to get basic services
back on track.
We will:
• Scrap the bulk uplift charge to
ensure bulk waste is recycled in the
correct manner and is not at risk of
being dumped illegally.
• Invest in a “Clean Up Glasgow”
apprenticeship programme to train
up the next generation of parks and
cleansing workers in Glasgow, and
supplement existing resources to help
keep our parks and streets clean and
tidy.
• Reverse the decision to change the
green bin collection to every three
weeks. We will also undertake a
thorough review of recycling services
in the city.
• Set up an Environmental
Enforcement Team to identify and act
against those who commit fly-tipping,
littering and environmental crimes in
Glasgow.
• Back Scottish Conservative plans
to bring in a Bill to crack down on flytipping with tougher penalties.
• Tackle the huge number of missed
bin collections in Glasgow.

• Demand an immediate and ‘deep
clean’ of the city. Following that,
pledge to increase the frequency
of street bin emptying and street
cleaning.

believes in biodiversity. We believe
that if the city was centred by an
attractive, green space admired by
the community, it would be much less
likely to be misused.

• Commit to not introducing a charge
for garden waste uplift like other
councils around Glasgow have
already done.

• Reintroduce a comprehensive weed
clearing programme, with a clear,
timetabled programme of cleaning
and weeding.

• Cut through complex layers of
management and redirect resources
to basic frontline cleansing and
maintenance.

• Reinstate a programme to regularly
clear street drains to prevent local
flooding.

• Devise a strategy to deal with the
sharp rise in the number of rats in the
city.
• Introduce a specific Local Parks
Fund which can only be used to
improve small local parks e.g. new
planting, paths or play equipment.
• Ensure the toughest penalties
for dog fouling are handed out to
offenders and look into how other
cities and countries are tackling dog
fouling e.g. DNA databases.

• Support Clyde 1’s campaign “Light
the Way” and immediately bring
forward proposals to get proper
lighting in our city’s parks, like other
major cities around the world, that will
protect wildlife but also ensure safety
for visitors.
• Reintroduce the Garden
Maintenance Programme for
vulnerable and elderly residents,
which was scrapped by the SNP.

• Look into creating all-in-one
Enforcement Officers who can deal
with parking infringements, dog
fouling and litter in our communities.
• Protect green spaces and parks from
development and being sold off.
• Secure additional funding for
allotments on brown field or similar
sites; promote wildflower planting;
community gardens; and food
growing projects.
• Create a green focal point for the
city centre to show that Glasgow
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Transport
WHAT WE BELIEVE
Glasgow Conservatives believe
Glasgow’s road users deserve better.
It’s time the Council stopped its anticar agenda and fixed our crumbling
roads.
We will:
• Double Glasgow’s road capital
budget by the end of the next council
term – and sooner if possible. We
will also create a £1.5 million ‘Pothole
Fund’ to establish a fast-track service
for dangerous potholes to be repaired
quickly with more efficient use of
commercial equipment e.g. JCB
Pothole Pro and Road Mole.
• Coordinate utility works and council
road maintenance to minimise
disruption to communities.
• Pilot the introduction of road
surfaces made of environmentallyfriendly recycled plastic or glass.
• Abolish the SNP’s proposed ‘Car
Park Tax’ so commuters are not
unfairly punished for needing a car to
manage their daily family and caring
commitments alongside their work.
• Halt, with immediate effect, any work
on a Congestion Charge for Glasgow.
• Aim to offer free parking in council
and public car parks to encourage
more people to support our high
streets to recover.
• Reduce on-street parking charges
and the cost of residential parking
permits.
• End the Council’s antagonistic

approach to travel infrastructure
improvements which seeks to pit
different road users against each
other. We will establish a new Active
Travel strategy which seeks to make
walking, cycling, and wheeling a
safer and more convenient option
across Glasgow, enhances access
to and priority for public transport
and reduces congestion. We will
mandate that transport infrastructure
improvements must always include
a local consultation to ensure
community views are considered.

• Extend the Car Club to promote car
sharing.
• Work with SPT to coordinate
transport in the city and seek progress
on a single ‘tap and cap’ ticketing
system; extend the opening hours of
the Glasgow Subway; and introduce
free Subway travel for under 22s and
over 60s.

• Campaign to bring significant
improvements to Glasgow’s travel
infrastructure including Glasgow
Cross-Rail.
• Review all the temporary ‘Spaces
for People’ installations with full
community consultation. Only those
installations with community support
will be converted into permanent
changes.
• Introduce designated city centre
rapid electric charging hubs, charging
points for electric vehicles on roads
across the city, and also install them
outside tenemental properties in
street lighting columns.
• Support schemes to tackle speeding
traffic on residential streets and
around schools and parks. This will
include reducing speed limits, traffic
calming, changes to road layout and
the installation of electronic speed
signs.
• Encourage external partners to
deliver driver education to reduce
speeding, accidents, and injuries
amongst young and newly-qualified
drivers.
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Democracy
WHAT WE BELIEVE
Glasgow Conservatives believe in
listening to local people, in openness,
transparency, and accountability. We
will demand that the centralising SNP
Government in Edinburgh devolves
more powers to Glasgow and, in turn,
we want to devolve more powers to
local communities.
We will:
• Support the principle of local
government and campaign for more
powers to be devolved to the Council.
• Devolve more decision-making
powers to Area Partnerships, including
spending on local priorities, and
monitor the effectiveness of grants,
including the good governance of
recipients.
• Make councillors more accountable
to their electors by publishing
councillors voting records on the
Council’s website.

services remain available to those
who have no online access and that
council telephone numbers should be
low-rate local calls.
• Explore the introduction of the
‘Right to Bid’ to allow community and
voluntary bodies to take over running
of council services and the ‘Right to
Buy’ for community groups to gain
control of assets and land.
• Have an independent review of
council funding of the third sector and
the Glasgow Communities Fund.
•Publish a full list of council assets
to facilitate full transparency to the
public.
• Do everything in our power to
oppose any further referendum on
Scottish independence and keep
Scotland part of the United Kingdom.
Only the Scottish Conservative and
Unionist Party can be trusted to
protect the Union.

• Improve the consultation process –
the Council must consult councillors
and local residents before decisions
are made and this includes events
being held in parks.
• Open up the Budget process,
including proper consultation with the
public on saving options.
• Review the structure of the Council,
including delegated powers,
Community Planning, and Arms
Length External Organisations
(ALEOs).
• Ensure telephone and face-to-face
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Finance
WHAT WE BELIEVE
Glasgow Conservatives believe in
efficient local government, and we
never forget that services are paid for
by taxpayers and that maximum value
must be achieved for every pound
of the public’s money. We demand
fair funding for Glasgow and will fight
against cuts in local services.
We will:
• Support the Scottish Conservative
plans for a Local Government Bill to
ensure fair funding for our council.
• Lobby the Scottish Government to
reduce ringfencing of council funds.
• Deliver a full year’s business rates
reduction for 2022-2023 to support
businesses to recover from the
pandemic and prevent a cliff edge
increase in taxes.
• Publish all spending over £500 on
the council’s website so you can track
what the council spends your money
on.

• Keep any increase of Council Tax as
low as possible but with an ambition
to freeze or reduce Council Tax over
the five-year term. Ensuring that the
years of paying more tax for fewer
services are over.
• Increase the Council Tax collection
rate by 1%.
• Reduce spending on taxis,
advertising, training courses,
conferences, and consultants.
• Review the number of senior
managers with a view to reducing the
number to invest in frontline staff.
• Implement a Return to Office
scheme to reduce absenteeism in key
service delivery areas.
• Streamline press, policy, and equality
officers through reductions in staff
numbers.

• Introduce shared services,
competition and outsourcing in areas
of the council where it will generate
reductions in expenditure.
• Reduce council debt at every
opportunity.
• Initiate an efficiency review of all key
services such as waste collections,
street cleansing, road repairs etc.
• Consider whether we can cut the
cost of fees to boost economic growth
e.g. licensing fees.
• Campaign to exempt high street and
town centres from paying business
rates to stimulate the local economy.
• Work with the UK Government to
maximise additional funding, such
as the Levelling Up fund, direct
to our council bypassing the SNP
Government.

• Work hard to generate income
through increased commercial use of
council properties, including the City
Chambers, and private sponsorship.
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Economy
WHAT WE BELIEVE

business start-ups at low-cost rents.

Glasgow Conservatives believe in
the power of private enterprise and
regeneration to change communities,
and in the huge benefits of creating
jobs and building quality housing. We
believe the Council’s focus should
be on economic growth, supporting
business, creating more jobs and
infrastructure projects across the
city. You can find out more about
our policies on the economy in our
dedicated business and growth
manifesto, Rebuild Glasgow.

• Focus on regenerating town centres
by creating the Council’s own Town
Centre Regeneration Fund to invest in
the local area.

We will:
• Continue to progress the Glasgow
City Deal, which the UK Government
helped to deliver, and ensure it
delivers real economic growth for the
city.
• Reduce taxes on businesses by
looking at Non-domestic Rates to see
if the Council can lower them to attract
new and diverse businesses into local
town centres.
• Invest in a City Centre Masterplan.
• Support projects to increase
employment and business start-ups.
• Review procurement policy to
ensure local businesses have a fair,
level playing field when bidding.
• Encourage a ‘Right to Bid’ on
tenders from the third sector.

• Engage with the owners of
derelict and vacant land, viewed
as problematic, to speed up
development. And engage with the
Scottish Government on incentives for
owners to sell such properties.
• Support more conservation areas
in Glasgow and protect current
conservation areas.
• Provide funding to employ additional
planning enforcement officers.
• Promote using brownfield sites
for housing development and bring
empty homes into use.
• Support full fibre broadband
throughout Glasgow by the end of the
next council term.
• Encourage more local markets
providing locally sourced produce and
crafts.
• Reverse years of poor engagement
with Glasgow’s business community
by inviting non-voting representation
for the Chamber of Commerce,
FSB Scotland and others to join a
revamped Council Committee.

• Roll out Business Improvement
Districts to more areas of the city if
local businesses vote for them.
• Offer unused council premises to
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Housing
WHAT WE BELIEVE
Home is where the heart is, or so
the saying goes, but for too many
Glasgow families having a good
quality, affordable home is simply
a dream. Under Nicola Sturgeon’s
Scottish Government, the timescales
and targets are consistently missed,
and Glasgow is seeing a rise in the
number of homeless people. That
simply isn’t good enough.
We will:
• Consult on the break-up of Glasgow
Housing Association into local HAs
more in touch with the needs of the
communities they serve.
• Create a cross-party forum to
be chaired jointly with a new City
Convenor for homelessness and
charity organisations.

• Glasgow residents deserve to have
the choice of what type of tenure best
fits their needs. That is why we will
support mixed community housing
developments and support the use of
mid-market rent.
• Promote using brownfield sites for
housing development and bringing
empty homes into use.
• Ease planning rules to allow former
shops/office space to be transformed
into good housing.
• Speed up new building programmes
for socially rented homes.
• Support applications for larger family
housing and disabled access housing.
• Create a City Centre Economic
Investment Zone that would:
i. Reduce the cost of housing

development by relaxing Section
75 contribution requirements to
encourage investment which is of
benefit to Glasgow.
ii. Task Council Officers to look at
what further steps could be taken to
encourage investment into the city
centre by the City Council including
reduced or waived fees for new
businesses and developments,
new/improved civic spaces and
infrastructure and improved transport
accessibility to particular areas of the
city centre.
iii. Accelerate the City Centre Living
Strategy to ensure we are bringing
more people back into our city centre.
iv. Consider further areas of the city
where an Economic Investment
Zone could be created to assist in
developing brownfield and derelict
sites as well as creating jobs in areas
with higher local unemployment.
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Communities
WHAT WE BELIEVE
Glasgow Conservatives believe
it is your right to live in safer
neighbourhoods. We back more
investment in lighting and CCTV.
We will:
• Ensure good street, park and
footpath lighting across the city and
prevent plans to ‘dim’ streetlights at
certain times of the day.
• Allocate spending on Hi-Tech CCTV
cameras in anti-social behaviour hot
spots across Glasgow.
• Curb the problem of begging on
streets in the city centre and in local
communities.
• Increase the number of Community
Safety officers who deal with antisocial behaviour and improve working
with Police Scotland on these issues.
• Enhance the Neighbourhood
Improvement Volunteer scheme
including encouraging more winter
wardens who will be provided with
shovels and grit.
• Investigate the feasibility of modern,
secure public toilet facilities in key
sites across Glasgow.
• Continue to push for social
housing stock to be transferred to
smaller community-based housing
associations.
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Culture and sport
WHAT WE BELIEVE
Glasgow Conservatives believe in the
vital contribution made to the vibrancy
and wellbeing of our communities by
cultural and leisure services.
We will:
• Encourage schools to visit City
Chambers and for Glasgow’s rich
history to be taught in the classroom.
• Invest in community sports facilities
and allow access to school pitches
when not in school use.
• Reopen all Glasgow Life venues as
soon as possible.
• Retain our public libraries and
community centres.

need and reflect flexible working
patterns required by workers.
• A full independent review of
Glasgow Life to see if it is fit for
purpose, including whether its
functions should be brought back into
the council. Prevent Glasgow Life from
offloading by leasing public buildings
to community groups to manage
when Glasgow Life itself has not been
able to turn a profit/break even on the
building.
• Glasgow Conservatives are fully
committed to the reopening of the
People’s Palace/Winter Gardens as
soon as possible alongside a plan
to ensure it is maintained for the
future. This will include a bid to the
UK Government’s Levelling Up Fund
to ensure this vital public asset has a
sustainable future.

• Continue to explore community
trusts taking over the care of sports
pitches.
• Propose a free swimming
programme for children during
summer holidays together with a
free learn to cycle scheme for all
primary 5 children not yet able to
cycle to prepare them for P6 Cycling
Proficiency Training. Ensure that all
school children aged 9 and above
have access to a bicycle, and access
to a bicycle recycling scheme.
• Promote our museums, cultural
events and festivals and investigate
ways of income generation at
museums and other events e.g.
commercial sponsorship, entry fee,
donation.
• Expand opening hours of facilities
to ensure they respond to community
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Education
WHAT WE BELIEVE

skills development.

Glasgow Conservatives believe in
the provision of excellent early years,
primary and secondary education to
transform the lives of children and
young people.

• Allow all pupils to take at least seven
subjects in S4 to increase their future
opportunities.

We will:
• Empower school leadership teams,
staff, and parent councils by devolving
decision making to individual schools
and learning communities, including
budgets and procurement.
• Concentrate on closing the
attainment gap with focused learning.
• Improve links to colleges to enable
provision of subjects not available at
school.
• Maintain teacher numbers and
support the profession.
• Look at creating more shared
campuses to encourage equality of
access to resources.
• Introduce attainment initiatives such
as study sessions, outdoor learning,
and music and dance sessions.
• Introduce “Second Chance Centres”
for pupils who pose challenges to
themselves others and aim to reduce
overall late-coming, absence and
exclusions.
• Return to a strong exam system
as the best way to fairly assess the
achievements of pupils.
• Replace Curriculum for Excellence
with a traditional, knowledge-based
curriculum, which still provides for

• Reverse the decline in performance
in STEM (Science, technology, and
maths) by introducing a dedicated
STEM teacher in every primary school
while ensuring an increased focus on
testing, homework, and grading.

the most up-to-date digital technology
to develop virtual learning in the
event of any future school closures
and to allow improved connectivity
across schools, thus allowing for wider
subject choice options.

• Review of PEF funding with the aim
to establish a ‘COVID Catch Up Fund’
to tutor and benefit students across
Glasgow who need the most help to
catch up after the pandemic.
• Allocate attainment funding directly
to schools to help close the gap in
educational outcomes between the
most well off and poorer pupils.
• Make available the provision of
enterprise education in all secondary
schools to be a base for young
entrepreneurs to start up non-profit
businesses.
• Maintain and upgrade school
buildings and playgrounds.
• Increase the number of campus
police officers.
• Strengthen child mental health
services as we emerge from the Covid
pandemic.
• Refuse to allow the Scottish
Government’s child survey to be used
in Glasgow. Questions relating to
sexual experience are not acceptable
and ill-conceived.
• Ensure that pupils have access to
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Health, care and wellbeing
WHAT WE BELIEVE
Glasgow Conservatives believe we
have a duty to look after vulnerable
people in our society and support
carers and community care groups
who do such a fantastic job.
We will:
• Continue the Affordable Warmth
Payment of £100 annually to all over
80s.
• Engage in funded, supervised
youth projects which develop nonacademic marketable skills as part of
preventative spend to divert young
people from becoming involved in
anti-social behaviour.
• Support early intervention initiatives
to prevent further increases in the
numbers of looked after children.
• Back foster and kinship carers,
including developing a positive
relationship between the Council and
carers as well as carer organisations,
and increasing Foster Care
Allowances.
• Encourage more recruitment of local
carers and flexible working which will
help those with family commitments.
• Have a review of our working
practices and commit to examining
barriers to entry into the caring
profession.
• Support ‘keeping care local’ rather
than waste frontline resources on
a costly reorganisation to create
the SNP’s centralised National Care
Service and support the Scottish
Conservatives’ plans for a Local Care

Service to guarantee high-quality care
in our community.

to properly fund Glasgow’s Health &
Social Care sector.

• Develop care communities where
sheltered and adapted independent
living accommodation is adjacent to
residential housing.

• Assess whether third sector advice
provision is available in all local
communities for those requiring
guidance on allowances such as
Attendance Allowance, Carers
Allowance, and ensure that all
vulnerable people understand what
free personal care is available, and
what services must be paid for.

• Focus on early interventions and
incentives for the prevention of ill
health and its causes.
• Invest in the capacity and motivation
of communities to support vulnerable
citizens.
• Combat the problem of
homelessness and rough sleeping
in Glasgow with a commitment to its
eradication and, in addition, set up a
‘Help to Rent’ scheme for homeless
people.

• Ensure that the city’s Health and
Social Care Partnership collaborates
with social housing providers to
ensure that elderly in need of care can
have access to their own preferred
family care support services by being
housed in accommodation near each
other.

• Push for co-operation and crosslearning between licensing and the
Integrated Joint Board e.g. in relation
to over provision of low quality food
and its obvious links to obesity in
the city. Advocate and implement
additional rates incentives for shops
promoting and selling healthy living
foods.
• Review how social care is working
under the Council and seek a
commitment from the council that
its statutory duty is being fulfilled
consistently and timeously in line with
legislation.
• Reform the arrangements for
oversight of local health and social
care provision to ensure council
officers on the Integrated Joint Board
are accountable to councillors.
• Pressure the Scottish Government

Clean Up Glasgow | 14

3 Glasgow Manifesto.indd 14

19/04/2022 09:51

Your candidates
Full list of the Scottish
Conservative & Unionist
candidates standing in
Glasgow
Ward 1 Linn 				
Cllr Euan Blockley
Ward 2 Newlands/Auldburn 		
Kim Schmulian
Ward 3 Greater Pollok			
Matt Ventisei
Ward 4 Cardonald			
Stephen Paxton
Ward 5 Govan				
Mamun Rashid
Ward 6 Pollokshields			
Cllr David Meikle
Ward 7 Langside				
Bruce Whyte

Ward 8 Southside Central			
Tariq Parvez

Ward 16 Canal				
Maria Wells

Ward 9 Calton				
Cllr Robert Connelly

Ward 17 Springburn/Robroyston		
Richard Johnson

Ward 10 Anderston/City/Yorkhill		
Susan McCourt

Ward 18 East Centre			
Faten Hameed

Ward 11 Hillhead				
Mark Russell

Ward 19 Shettleston			
Cllr Thomas Kerr

Ward 12 Victoria Park			
Cllr Ade Aibinu

Ward 20 Baillieston			
John Daly

Ward 13 Garscadden/Scotstounhill		
Steven Morrison

Ward 21 North East			
John White

Ward 14 Drumchapel/Anniesland		
Pauline Sutherland

Ward 22 Dennistoun			
Fiona Connelly

Ward 15 Maryhill				
Heather Macleod

Ward 23 Partick East/Kelvindale		
Naveed Asghar
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Contact us
Glasgow Conservatives,
570 Mosspark Boulevard,
Glasgow G52 1SD
Phone: 0141 882 5916
Website: www.glasgowconservatives.org.uk
Twitter: @glasgowtories
Facebook page: Glasgow Conservatives & Unionists

Promoted by M. McIntyre on behalf of the Glasgow Conservatives
both of 570 Mosspark Boulevard, Glasgow, G52 1SD. Printed by L
& S Litho Printers & Designers Ltd, 11-27 Arrol Place, Glasgow, G40
3NY.
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